The Coming of the Arabs to the Sudan
intermarriage took place,  but the eventual outcome at
least is clear.    Gradually the plains of the northern and
central Sudan, excepting always the Red Sea Hinterland
where the Beja, albeit with Arab infusion, preserved their
independence, fell to the invaders, and between them and
such of the older inhabitants as were not forced south-
wards or to the hills a merger of races took place of which
we see the obvious results at the present day in the case
of all but the most nomadic of the camel-owning tribes.
Two hundred years after the final collapse of Dongola,
at the beginning of the 16th century that is, we find the
powerful Arab chieftain of the Rufa'a, who had his head-
quarters in the neighbourhood of Qerri, a little north of
Khartoum, engaged in a formal alliance with the Moham-
medan Sultan of the negroid Fung, who, moving up from
the south, had lately founded his capital at Sennar on the
Blue Nile and, incidentally, inaugurated a dynasty which
lasted until the Turko-Egyptian conquest of 1821.    These
Fung had lately won a victory over the Christian blacks,
the ruins of whose churches are still to be seen between
Senn&r and the junction of the Niles, and the main object
of the Arab alliance appears to have been the extirpation
of the remainder of the aborigines.    Similarly, a century
later, in the far west, in Darfur, in the great range of
Gebel Marra, we hear of another Arab chieftain as marry-
ing into the royal house of the Fur, and so becoming the
first of a line of negroid Sultans claiming Arab descent,
of whom the last ceased to reign only twelve years ago.
In the case of the Fung-Arab alliance the blacks re-
mained the predominant partners. Its immediate conse-
quences were the subjugation of the country within a
wide radius of the junction of the rivers, and, according
to the native records of the Sudan, which now for the
first time provide us with data, a considerable further
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